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Overview

∙ Tipu Sultan presented the most powerful challenge to the 
might of Britain’s East India Company in the period of its 
greatest territorial expansion. The Siege of Srirangapatna 
extinguished the most formidable threat that the British 
had faced in their history in India up till then; and they 
would not face anything else on the same scale again until 
the Revolt of 1857. The fearless Tipu died on the battlefield 
in 1799, as he fought the British to the last. 

∙ No one on the British side saw the moment when Tipu fell 
in battle, and his body was only discovered after its 
conclusion. Yet, due to the almost mythic nature of his 
characterization as one of the fiercest foes of the British, the 
moment of his death has captured imaginations across 
generations.

∙ This activity seeks to narrativise the moment of his death 
through creative reimaginations from different perspectives 
and formats, critically exploring various kinds of sources.



First Hand Account: British Soldier

∙ Artists, especially in the creation of History Paintings, often depended upon first-hand accounts of 
events since they would usually be painting scenes that they had never witnessed. Some ‘History 
paintings’ were also entirely fictionalised. Artist Robert Kerr Porter, in his panoramic painting of the 
siege of Srirangapatnam relied on two first hand accounts of those who took part: the surveyor 
Captain Alexander Allan who was the official cartographer of the campaign, and Captain Alexander 
Beatson, its official historian.

∙ Imagine that you were one of the Company soldiers fighting at the Siege of Srirangapatnam. Look at 
the following paintings and their details to formulate your imagination.

∙ As your imagined character, write a diary entry of the battle in the antique page given, describing the 
moment you heard of Tipu Sultan’s death. Remember that you would not have seen the death first-
hand but most likely heard of it in the battlefield. 



Robert Ker Porter, The Last Effort of Tippoo Sultaun in Defence of the Fortress of Seringapatam - The 
Storming of Seringapatam - The Glorious Conquest of Seringapatam (triptych), 1802-03



Henry Singleton (1766-1839)The Assault and Taking of Seringapatam c. 1800 
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Press Account: Newspaper 
Report 

∙ The defeat of Tipu was a decisive moment in the history of 
the East India Company. It was a moment of jubilation 
then, and has remained a crucial moment that historians 
and scholars have revisted time and again.

∙ The British reporters writing about the Battle of 
Srirangapatna and the defeat of Tipu would only be 
describing accounts that arrive second or even third hand 
from people on the ground in India. Imagine yourself to be 
a reporter in 1799 Britain and write an article about the 
result of the battle.

∙ Remember you are portraying a historic win to the people 
of Britain—a moment of great military triumph for the 
Empire!

∙ You can find examples of archival newspapers from May 
1799 on https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/

https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/


Oral Account: Indian Soldier

∙ Many British artists have imagined the scene of Tipu’s death and the blow it dealt to 
his faithful army in the fashion of a classical tragedy worthy of the mythic nature of 
Tipu’s personality and his death.

∙ Imagine you are a member of Tipu’s court and have just received news of the death of 
your revered leader. Draw up a dramatic scene with your classmates, either as a short 
skit or a dramatic painting. 

∙ Look at some examples of how the British painters have imagined his death. How 
would an Indian perspective differ? 



Robert Ker Porter, Finding The Body Of Tippoo Sultaun, 1800



Henry Singleton, The Body Of Tippoo Sultaun Recognised By His Family, 1801
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